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Ashley Callingbull used her knack for fashion and desire for adventure to 
pave her way in the world. Born in 1989, she is a Cree First Nations woman 

from Enoch Cree Nation, Alberta, Canada¹. She was a Miss Universe Canada 
finalist in 2013². Two years later she became the first Canadian and Indigenous 
woman to win the title of Mrs. Universe, an international talent contest for mar-
ried contestants1,2. She stood out during the pageant and honored her culture 
by wearing a jingle dress, which is commonly worn during pow-wows². She also 
wore a white buckskin dress and sang a traditional song for the talent competi-
tion². Callingbull is a survivor of sexual and physical abuse and spoke out at the 
pageant to help others dealing with similar pain². While competing, she wore a 
dress deigned by Lesley Hampton that aimed to raise awareness for missing and 
murdered indigenous women³. Later, she was a participant alongside her step-
father in the fourth season of “Amazing Race Canada” ¹. She became the first 
Indigenous First Nations woman to appear in a Sports Illustrated Swimsuit issue. 
She also lobbied for Indigenous rights during the Canadian federal election in 

2015 and continues as a motivational speaker. Her acting career  
includes a four-season role in the series Blackstone¹. 
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